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Mark your calendars now for a special event before this 
year’s fall meeting.  Our President has arranged a special 
tour of the Automobile Gallery conducted by Executive 
Director Darrell Burnett, at noon.  Mr. Burnett will share 
details on some of the unique exhibits – the backstories of 
cars on display – before the membership meeting at 1:00 
p.m. in the upstairs meeting room.  More details in the fall 
Carhart Chronicle. 
 

THE CARS AND STARS AT IOLA 
 

Here’s the stand-in for one of the stars of American Graffiti 
– the 1955 Chevy – hiding behind the famous and familiar. 

 

 
President Ken Nimocks, Candy Clark, MacKenzie Phillips, Vice-President 
Don Gullikson, and Cindy Williams, at Iola.  Ms. Clark was nominated for 
an Academy Award as Best Supporting Actress for her role in the movie. 
 

 WORDS FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Because of a printing glitch and the delay of the Carhart 
Chronicle until after the Iola Car Show and our WSAH 
official Annual Meeting, my message of what would have 
been, has been scrapped in favor of what was. 
 

This year’s Iola Car Show was an anniversary celebration of 
50 years since the somewhat small beginnings in 1972 and 
developing into one of the largest shows of its type in the 
nation.  The history of the show, both briefly outlined 
and extensively documented, has often been presented in 
many forms, such as the book, The Iola Old Car Show: A 
Remarkable Phenomenon, covering the first 40 years. 
However, the begining of our involvement is not well 
known, even among our members. 

 

At the 1990 show, I introduced myself to then-Executive 
Director Robert Crase. I probably had not previously paid 
much attention to who was responsible for organizing the 
show, and have no idea how I found out that it was now 
the same "Bob" Crase who was Principal of Blue River High 
School in the early 1960s. Some of you reading this know, 
or may recall, that I was a student at small town Blue River 
HS in southwest Wisconsin, graduating in 1965, which was 
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WORDS FROM THE PRESIDENT cont. 
 

after Bob had moved on a few years before. I was pleased 
that Bob remembered me when I introduced myself, and I 
was impressed that he also remembered my brother 
Randy and our older sister Kenda (she was quite 
attractive). Bob was especially fond of my parents and 
respected my dad, Loyd Goplin, who drove a school bus, 
besides farming and more and was logical and full of 
"Loyd-isms" (my term) way beyond his eighth grade 
education. To the point, when Bob found out I was 
president of WSAH and completely car-crazy, he asked if 
our organization would be interested in taking charge of 
what would be the Special Exhibit of the show. 
 

The first show we took part in was the 1991 show with the 
theme of "A Gathering of Chrysler Products" and we had a 
tremendous turnout with 300+ cars and trucks 
representing all the Chrysler lines. Things were a little 
different that first year, and applications for inclusion in 
the Special Exhibit were mailed directly to me at home! I 
processed each, examined the photos, chose vehicles to 
represent each year of production for each Chrysler Corp 
division, and responded to the owners. As things changed 
over the years, a few members and I would meet with Bob 
Crase to choose vehicles for the large (typically 80' X 160' 
to 200') Special Exhibit tent. We were consulted on the 
posters and the annual collector "car banks" model cars, 
and most importantly, the theme for the next year's 
Special Exhibit. For now, I won't go into details of the other 
history of our 32 year involvement, but will keep it in mind 
for a separate article. 
 

For our part this year, there was an abundance of extra 
time and effort put forth. The plan was to have all 60-plus 
vehicles situated in the two inside display areas by 
Wednesday evening and that was accomplished. We 
attempted to get as many vehicles as possible that had 
been on the Iola Car Show posters starting in the late 
1980s through last year's show. Don Gullikson and I, along 
with Denise, Mary, and Joe from the show staff, set out to 
make contact with all the owners of those previous poster 
vehicles, knowing that vehicles may have been sold and 
owners may no longer have the same contact information 
or may even be deceased. Sometimes we were surprised, 
as I was when I contacted the owner of the Chrysler that 
was on the 1991 poster and he said he would be pleased 
and honored to bring the car (which I found out had 
recently been awarded a First in Class at the esteemed 
Pebble Beach concours).  
 

When we learned that actors from the award winning 
American Graffiti movie from 1973 would be featured at 
the show, Don and I simultaneously thought we needed to 
get examples of some of the prominent cars in the movie.   

 We were both familiar with the yellow '32 Ford coupe hot 
rod that is a perfect clone of the movie car and was in our 
Special Exhibit area just a few years ago. The show staff 
contacted the owner, who agreed to bring the car to have 
it available for display at the "Mobil Station" where Cindy 
Williams, Candy Clark, and MacKenzie Phillips were signing 
autographs.  
 

 
 American Graffiti cars at Iola: 1955 Chevy two door, ’32 Ford Deuce 
Coupe, 1958 Chevrolet, white Ford Thunderbird in the background. 

 

We were then on a quest to get some more cars and were 
adamant that they be clones or the exact models and 
colors of the cars featured in the movie. One in particular 
that I learned of was a black 1955 Chevy which was an 
excellent clone of the movie car known as the "Falfa car." 
For those who don't know, that was the car driven by "Bob 
Falfa" - portrayed by a young Harrison Ford in the 
movie, one of several American Graffiti actors who 
became well known stars.  
 

Procuring the '55 became quite a challenge worth 
mentioning: The owner had purchased it just a few months 
prior and was correcting some issues with it, his two-year 
old daughter was ill, and his truck was in for major repairs. 
He couldn't transport it and possibly couldn't even make it 
to the show. In an incredible example of how I wish the 
entire population of the world would be, a person who the 
owner did not know learned of the situation and 
volunteered to drive from Oshkosh to the Milwaukee area 
with his trailer, bring it to the show, then go back and bring 
his own '55 to the show...all for no reimbursement 
whatsoever! 
 

For any members who have contemplated volunteering to 
help with the Iola Car Show, thereby helping WSAH 
maintain our funding, a brief anecdote. WSAH member 
and my good friend, Bob Roy and his wife Jane, finally gave 
in to my asking them for the past few years to come and 
help us at Iola. They regularly attend the show anyway, so 
I told Bob that if he helped for a shift he would not only get 
a weekend pass, he might just have a good time too. So, 
on Wednesday he and Jane came to help with setup along 
with my wife Trish: “The Organizer.” Bob and Jane are cer- 
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WORDS FROM THE PRESIDENT cont. 
 

tainly not afraid to work hard and need very little 
direction, so things got done. Bottom line, they said they 
had fun and will do it again! If you're thinking of helping, 
don't be shy...just come and join the fun! 
 

Finally, you need to know the outstanding time, effort, and 
talent that Vice-President Don Gullikson has put into both 
WSAH and the Iola Car Show. From attending volunteer 
meetings (saving me a lot of time and 130 mile round trips) 
to helping me with transporting two vehicles from 
Hartford and back, stopping at the office numerous times 
when needed (and always available and willing), helping 
with the show long before joining WSAH – and a lot, lot 
more, I owe him a huge Thank You! 

                                                      Ken Nimocks 
 

MINUTES OF THE  
APRIL 23, 2022, MEETING 

 

The annual WSAH Spring Meeting was held Saturday April 
23, 2022 at the Dahl Auto Museum in LaCrosse, Wisconsin. 
Those attending were President Ken Nimocks, Vice 
President Don Gullikson, Treasurer Gary Koehnke, 
Directors Jim Morris and Don Chandler, Director and 
Webmaster Jessica Zdanowicz, Carhart Chronicle Editor 
Ralph Kalal, members William Chartrand, Randy Nimocks, 
Terry Nimocks, Russ Schultz, and Mike Webb. The meeting 
was called to order promptly at 1:00 p.m. 
 

Gary presented the Treasurer’s report and distributed 
copies to members. Our treasury is sufficient to handle 
current and usual future expenses, provided income 
remains steady or increases. The Treasurer’s report was 
approved as presented. In the absence of Secretary Dan 
Manola, a motion was made and approved to accept the 
minutes of the October 30, 3021 meeting as published in 
the Carhart Chronicle.  
 

Discussion regarding our October meeting and plans to 
find ways to increase membership, including specific 
activities related to automotive history, culminated in a 
motion by Ralph, second by Gary, as follows: 
 

"The WSAH membership will create a special committee of 
members, appointed by the President, to study expanding 
membership through better outreach and increased 
activities; the committee to submit a report to the 
President within six months; and the President to then 
make recommendations for consideration by the general 
membership at the following regular meeting." 
 

Questions or comments regarding specific ideas were 
discouraged for expediency and were instead to be made  

 

directly to the committee later as part of their purpose.    
Jim asked if the committee would be soliciting ideas from 
members, and it was decided that the committee would 
make individual contacts with all members to solicit ideas. 
The motion was then passed with no dissent.  
 

Don Gullikson reported on attending the Iola Car Show 
meeting for volunteer chairpersons. Updates include some 
changes in volunteer parking areas, the "golf cart 
interstate" (separate, designated roads and parking areas 
for carts), show car trailer parking, special 50th 
Anniversary food pricing, events, special guests, and more. 
There will be no collector model car this year but there will 
be a special 50th themed license plate. Few changes will 
affect our Special Exhibit area.  
 

Ralph made a motion, seconded by William, to donate the 
remainder of our $100, part of which was to cover our 
admission, to the Dahl Auto Museum along with Honorary 
membership, which includes our Carhart Chronicle. A 
special thank you to Museum Curator Jim Dennison for his 
informative and interesting conversations and to his fellow 
curator Adrian Johnson for initially setting up our meeting 
area. Members found the museum to be a very worthwhile 
venue to visit and several commented on the 
extraordinary vehicle restorations and overall appeal of 
the collections.  
 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m., followed by a 
tour of the dealership's facilities - parts and service 
departments and more.  

 

                                              Respectfully submitted,  
                 
                                              Ken Nimocks for 
                                              Dan Manola, Secretary 
  

The Rev. Dr. JOHN WESLEY CARHART  
 

 
The carhart chronicle is named in honor of the 
rev. dr. john wesley carhart, creator of the 
“spark” steam carriage, which is considered the 
first true automobile, at racine, wisconsin, 
september, 1873. 
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ROAD AMERICA: 
WHERE THE LEGENDS RACE 

 

It is September 10, 1955. 
 

In Kenosha, Wisconsin, they are building Ramblers.  The 
Nash plant in Kenosha is now the sole AMC manufacturing 
facility, company president George Romney having closed 
the Hudson plant in Detroit earlier in the year.  
 

In Janesville, Wisconsin, they are building Chevrolets.  The 
General Motors assembly plant there opened in 1919.  
General Motors is having a banner year.  In 1955, it will be 
the first corporation to make a one billion dollar profit in a 
single year. 
 

They no longer build automobiles in Kenosha or Janesville.  
American Motors is extinct, and the Janesville GM plant 
has been demolished. 
 

But there is one automotive enterprise from that date is 
still operating today.  In fact, it is internationally famous.   
 

It was the first of its kind. 
 

On September 10, 1955, the first green flag waved at Road 
America, outside Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin. 
 

Today, Road America is a racetrack of international stature.  
Indycar races at Road America in June.  NASCAR’s Cup 
Series, the top tier of NASCAR racing, this year and last 
celebrated the Fourth of July weekend racing at Road 
America.  In August, Road America annually hosts the IMSA 
WeatherTech Sports Car Challenge series. 
 

 
 

Since its inception, Road America has been the track where 
the legends of racing have competed for victory. 

 

Prior to World War Two, automobile racing in the United 
States was primarily on ovals.  Board tracks were 
constructed as ovals.  The more permanent racetracks that 
supplanted them were also ovals.   

4 

There were good reasons for this.  When automobile 
racing developed in the United States, it naturally took the 
established horse racing tracks as models.  Though there 
were early races on public roads, such as the Vanderbilt 
Cup, racing on public roads was impractical.  First, the 
existing roads were terrible.  Second, attempts to control 
crowds proved futile, with consequent danger to 
spectator, driver, and riding mechanic.  Third, and most 
important to continuing such races, it was impossible to 
charge admission when a race was held on public roads.  
There were too many places from which to watch it for 
free. 
 

In Europe, automobile racing evolved differently.   
 

In both Europe and the United States, the earliest 
automobile races had been run between two cities.  
These, however, were not really speed events.  Though the 
winner was the car first across the finish line, the emphasis 
was on finishing.  The objective of the event and its 
participants was demonstrating the durability and 
reliability of the various brands of automobile by finishing 
the race against a field of competitors who did not.    
 

However, once it was no longer remarkable for an 
automobile to complete a journey between two cities, 
competing on speed became the priority.  But not by 
racing.  Rather, the challenge became setting outright 
speed records – such as Henry Ford’s 999 in 1903 (99.37 
mph at Lake St. Claire, Michigan) and the Stanley brothers’ 
  

 
 
Rocket, above, in 1907 (127.66 mph at Ormond Beach, 
Florida).  Though there were Europeans who set absolute 
speed records, most of those set in the early years of the 
twentieth century were held by Americans – perhaps 
because the United States offered more places with the 
long smooth surfaces required for record attempts. 
 

Instead, Europeans continued to focus on open road 
events.  Some, such as the Mille Miglia and Targa Florio in 
Italy, continued as city to city events over public roads, but 
now focused entirely on speed.  Others, such as the race 
held annually at LeMans, France, were held on public 
roads linked together to form a defined course over which 
the automobiles would race for multiple laps.  Only in Eng- 
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ROAD AMERICA, continued 
 

land, where the government’s hostility to automobiles had 
made public road racing illegal, did closed course oval-type 
racing develop, at Brooklands. 
 

Though public road racing in Europe continued into the 
1970’s’s, when the Targa Florio ended, and still exists 
annually at LeMans and Monaco, the racing in Europe 
evolved to create dedicated road racing courses that were 
designed to duplicate or even improve upon the racing 
that had been held on public roads.   
 

The racetracks built before World War Two in Europe to 
host road racing became famous:  Monza in Italy, with the 
“Parabolica,” a high banked curve grafted into a road 
course that made outright speed essential to victory at the 
track; Montlhery near Paris, another course where banked 
turns added speed to a road course; and the Nürburgring - 
to this day, the track against which automobile 
manufacturers measure the speed and handling of their 
products. 
 

It is against this background that road racing began to 
develop in the United States after World War Two. 
 

It is conventional history that American soldiers stationed 
in Europe after the War were exposed to automobiles that 
were small, light, and nimble – very different from the 
automobiles back home. Though many soldiers brought 
cars they acquired abroad back to the United States, 
thereby creating a spark that would ignite domestic 
demand for such as the MG, Triumph, and Jaguar, the real 
flame developed because European countries desperately 
needed exports.   
 

It is said that no one wins a war, some just lose more than 
others.  The reality is that England and Europe were 
destitute by the end of World War Two.  The Empire upon 
which England had for decades relied for commerce and 
prosperity was slipping away.  England was forced to 
borrow money from the United States and Canada to pay 
for food imports.  It was worse in Germany.  German 
industrial production had effectively ceased, and millions 
of Germans would starve in the three years after the War’s 
end.   
 

England’s government prioritized the export of 
automobiles to the United States.  Other European nations 
would do the same. 
 

The automobiles that England and Europe could produce 
and that Americans would buy were the sports cars 
domestic automobile companies did not manufacture.  So 
began the export of MGs, Triumphs, Austin-Healeys, 
Porsches, Ferraris, and Mercedes-Benzes to the United 
States.   

 Racing sports cars naturally followed.   
 
Equally naturally, it was European-style road racing. 
 

Road racing in the United States following World War Two 
began in 1948 in New York on a course of public roads at 
Watkins Glen.  It was there, in 1952, that Fred Wacker in a 
Cadillac-Allard attempted a pass of John Fitch in a 
Cunningham approaching the first turn.  Police had been 
chasing spectators from the area all day, as they were 
prohibited there.  But that hadn’t deterred them.  
Wacker’s car brushed spectators that had pushed onto the 
course, injuring twelve and killing a seven-year old boy.   
 

In Wisconsin, the Chicago and Milwaukee Regions of the 
Sport Car Club of America had jointly sponsored a race in 
the Village of Elkhart Lake that combined segments of 
highways X, P, and J into a 3.5 mile triangular course.  The 
inaugural race on July 23, 1950, brought the stars of 
American road racing to Wisconsin, including John Fitch, 
Briggs Cunningham, Phil Hill (later to be Formula One 
World Champion), and Carroll Shelby (later to  .  .  . well, 
you know).  Five thousand spectators watched as Jim 
Kimberly won in a Ferrari 165M. 
 

 
Racing on the streets of Elkhart Lake, Ferrari leading. 

An expanded 6.5 mile course was laid out on the roads 
surrounding and through Elkhart Lake for the following 
two years.   As many as 50,000 spectators were attracted 
to the races.  Spectators were cautioned that they should 
not sit, as they might need to run on short notice if a car 
lost control and headed toward them. 
 

Somehow, these races managed to avoid the fate that had 
befallen Watkins Glen.  It was only a matter of time – so 
the Wisconsin legislature intervened.  It adopted Wis. Stat. 
sec 346.92(4): “No operator of a motor vehicle shall 
participate in any race or speed or endurance contest upon 
any highway.”  (As used, “highway” has a legal meaning – 
essentially any public way.)   Racing on the roads and 
streets in and around Elkhart Lake was now illegal.   
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ROAD AMERICA, continued 
 

The organizers of the Elkhart Lake races had anticipated 
the need for a dedicated racetrack but had been frustrated 
in their efforts to purchase land adjacent to the Village 
itself – too close to residential neighborhoods for some 
Village residents. 
 

Cliff Tufte had a better idea. 
 

This was absolutely a case of the right man in the right 
place at the right time. 
 

Tufte was a civil engineer.  He owned a company, Elkhart 
Sand and Gravel Co., that was one of the largest suppliers 
of ballast for highways and railroads in eastern Wisconsin.  
The company also owned a site large enough for a 

racetrack, near Plymouth, about two 
miles from Elkhart Lake.   Envisioning 
the racecourse that would be, he 
mapped out the track taking 
advantage of the topography of the 
site to provide elevation changes.  
He designed the corners, their 
approaches and exits, to duplicate 
corners on real roads he’d driven in 
the surrounding countryside.  Taking 

measurements, these were reproduced on the track:  the 
Moraine Sweep, Hurry Downs, the Carousel, the Kink, 
Thunder Valley, and what became known as “Canada 
Corner.”  With one minor change (the Bend, just before 
the Kink, designed to slow motorcycles), the track today is 
exactly as it was laid out by Cliff Tufte in 1954: 4.048 miles, 
14 turns. 
  

The cost estimate for the track was $175,000.  To raise the 
money, Road America, Inc. was formed in October, 1954.  
Sales of stock in the corporation – primarily to members of 
the Chicago Region of the Sports Car Club of America 
(SCCA) – raised the money and construction of the track 
began in April, 1955. 
 

No one had constructed a closed course road racing facility 
in the United States before then.  Road America would be 
the first. 
 

In anticipation of the track’s completion, the SCCA had 
sanctioned a National Championship race at Road America 
for September of 1955.  Workers were still pounding nails 
right up to the day of the event, but on September 10, 
1955, Road America held its inaugural race: the 32 lap G 
production race, a class composed mostly of MG TDs and 
TFs and Porsche Speedsters.  This was the first of seven 
races held on September 10th and 11th. 
 

The feature race on September 11th – a National race, the  

 premier road racing series of the time – vindicated all of 
Cliff Tufte’s designs and plans for the track and for racing 
at Road America.  This was the class with Ferraris, D-Type 
Jaguars, Maseratis, Allards – and a Cadillac-MG.  (Seriously 
– it’s listed in the program.)    
 

For 148 laps, Sherwood Johnson in a D-Type Jaguar of the 
Briggs Cunningham team, an entry with Jaguar factory 
support, and Phil Hill, now a factory Ferrari driver but 
driving a privately entered Ferrari Monza, traded the lead 
back and forth.  With six laps remaining, the lead changed 
every lap, Johnson leading on the last lap entering turn 13.  
He ran just slightly wide, and Hill pulled alongside Johnson 
coming out of the turn.  They ran side by side to the finish 
line, with Hill inches ahead at the checkered flag. 
  

 
Hill Wins over Johnson at Road America, September 11, 1955. 

Consistently with its roots in SCCA racing, Road America 
has held the June Sprints races every year since 1956.   
Hosted by the Chicago Region of the SCCA, the June Sprints 
is a premier event in amateur racing in the United States.  
Today, it is a weekend of racing, with over 20 classes of 
cars racing throughout the three day event.   
 

Cliff Tufte held Road America’s inaugural NASCAR race in 
1956.  These were early days for NASCAR – to put it in 
perspective, the first Daytona 500 was in 1959.  Yet, 10,000 
spectators attended to see drivers who would become 
NASCAR legends race for a $15,000 purse on a Northern 
road course instead of a Southern oval.  (One could argue 
that road racing better reflects NASCAR’s roots than oval 
tracks.  Junior Johnson didn’t outrun Treasury agents on an 
oval.) 
 

Then, as now, there were those who had thought heavy 
American cars were not well-suited to running the road 
course at Road America – for 250 miles.  But lap times 
barely over three minutes proved otherwise.   
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ROAD AMERICA, continued 
 

Carl Kiekhaefer, of Wisconsin’s Mercury Marine 
Corporation, owned the three top qualifiers: Buck Baker in 
a Dodge D-500, Junior Johnson in a Ford, and Al Thompson 
in another Dodge D-500.  Baker led at the start, with Tim 
Flock in a Mercury running second in the opening laps.  
Before long, though, Curtis Turner, who had started at the 
back of the grid, was in second in a Ford.   
 

 
Tim Flock wins at Road America, August 12, 1956. 

The race became a contest between Baker, Turner, and 
Marvin Panch in a Ford.  On lap 20, Baker ran out of gas 
and soon after that Turner’s brakes failed and he spun, out 
of the race.  That left Panch in the lead, followed now by 
Joe Weatherly in a Ford.  But Panch would also run out of 
gas, putting Thompson – who had been delayed because 
he’d taken time to push his teammate Baker to the pits to 
get gas – in the lead, with lap times averaging 75 mph.  But, 
as Thompson exited from a pit stop, his motor failed.  That 
gave the lead to Tim Flock, who would hold it to take the 
win. Before the race, Lee Petty had been asked what it 
would take to win.  His answer described how Flock won: 
“This race will be won by the driver who can go the fastest 
the slowest.” 
 

Buck Baker, Tim Flock, Junior Johnson, Lee Petty, Curtis 
Turner, and Joe Weatherly are six of only 47 drivers who 
have been inducted into the NASCAR Hall of fame.   
 

It would be more than 50 years before NASCAR would 
again race at Road America.   Ten thousand was not 
enough attendance to make the 1956 race a success. 
 

Cliff Tufte regarded Road America as a venue for only the 
most important racing.  In addition to the June Sprints, a 
second race was held in August.  Initially conceived in 1956 
as an endurance race of six hours, in 1957 it became the 
Road America 500, racing 500 miles.  Phil Hill won in a 
Ferrari, with Carroll Shelby second in a Maserati.  The Road  

 America 500  become  part of the United States Road 
Racing Championship in 1963.  It ended after the 1968 
season when that series was abandoned, supplanted by 
the new Can-Am Series. 
 

It was the Can-Am Series that made Road America 
internationally famous.  Road America hosted its first Can-
Am race in 1967, the second year of the series, when 
bankruptcy of a Canadian track left an opening in the 
schedule.   
 

Can-Am, the Canadian American Challenge Cup, was a 
uniquely American form of road racing that attracted 
drivers from Formula One and Indy Car.  As Tom Shultz, 
Road America’s historian, explained in 2000 when writing 
about the Can-Am, “[t]he combination of talent and 
machinery is simply unsurpassed in any racing series 
since.”  Later years brought more technically advanced 
machinery, but it probably remains true that no other 
series has equaled the Can-Am in driver talent. 
 

 
Program Cover for first Can-Am Race at Road America. 

 

Apart from safety regulations, there were only two rules 
governing a Can Am race car: it must have to seats and it 
must have fenders. 
 

With a race schedule that fit between LeMans in the spring  
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ROAD AMERICA, continued  
 

and the beginning of the Formula One season in the fall, 
the Can Am series attracted the finest drivers in the sport.  
Dan Gurney, John Surtees, Mark Donohue, Bruce McLaren, 
Dennis Hulme, Peter Revson, Jackie Stewart, Parnelli 
Jones, Mario Andretti, George Follmer, Jo Siffert, Pedro 
Rodriguez, Jody Scheckter, Peter Gregg, Jim Hall, Chris 
Amon, Bob Bondurant, Francois Cevert, and Hurley 
Haywood, all raced in the Can Am series.   
 

It was, however, Bruce McLaren, as both constructor and 
driver, who would dominate the first years of the Can Am 
series.  Nobody did a better job of combining technology 
of the day with the spirit of ‘bigger is better’ than Bruce 
McLaren. 
 

When Road America hosted its first Can Am race before 
50,000 spectators on September 3, 1967, the McLaren 
team brought their newest car, the M6A, for Bruce 
McLaren and teammate Dennis Hulme.  To describe the 
M6A as the class of the field is understatement.  The race 
poster may have shown a red car but the race itself was to 
be McLaren orange. 
 

The M6A was designed strictly for the Can Am, rather than 
adapted from designs developed for other series.  It had a 
a 5.9 liter Chevrolet V-8 producing 525 hp in an aluminum 
monocoque chassis with fiberglass body. 
 

Bruce McLaren took the pole position in qualifying, with 
Hulme second.  But it was the margin that served notice 
that the series would be owned by McLaren.  McLaren 
broke the course lap record by ten seconds, with a lap time 
two seconds faster than Dan Gurney’s third place 
qualifying lap in a Lola T70. 
 

 
Pace Lap, 1967 Can Am at Road America, September 3, 1967. 

In the race, Hulme took the lead, with McLaren second.  By 
the end of the first two laps, Gurney in third place was four    

 seconds down.  Though both McLaren and Gurney 
dropped out with mechanical issues, elevating John 
Surtees to second, Hulme was already lapping slower cars 
in the field.  He would not merely win.  His margin over 
Mark Donohue’s second place Lola T-70 was one minute, 
thirty-three seconds.  Surtees was third, almost two 
minutes behind Hulme. 
 

McLarens would dominate Can Am racing for the rest of 
the season, with the series gaining the nickname of “the 
Bruce and Denny show.”  In 1969, McLaren and Hulme 
won all eleven Can Am races.  McLarens driven by Hulme, 
Peter Gethin, and Peter Revson won five Road America 
Can Am races in a row.  In 1971, Revson started last and 
won the race.  (I was there – and watched as Revson came 
into Canada Corner on the first lap, passed five cars on the 
outside and drove away.) 
 

The unlimited rules that had made the series so popular 
ultimately were its undoing.  The Porsche 917 had so 
completely dominated international endurance racing 
that its rules were changed to make it uncompetitive.  
With the 917 otherwise unoccupied, Roger Penske saw an 
opportunity in the Can Am’s unrestricted rules.  Adding 
turbocharging and open bodywork, he brought the 917 to 
the Can Am series for Mark Donohue and George Follmer. 
 

Though McLaren had dominated the series, the means by 
which it had won – Chevrolet engines, good chassis design, 
and exquisite preparation – were not out of reach for other 
teams.  The 917’s, however, were a breed apart – 12 
cylinders, twin turbo’s, 1600 hp.  No one could compete, 
and soon no one would try to.  The series folded in 1974. 
 

Road America, however, is better than ever.  It is located 
at N7390 Highway 67 in Plymouth, Wisconsin.   

 

MEMBER’S RIDE 
 

The Hupp Motor Car Company began manufacturing the 
Hupmobile in 1909, producing 500 that year.  Success was 
almost instantaneous.  In 1910, over 5,000 Hupmobiles 
were produced at their Detroit, Michigan factory. 
 

In 1911, Hupp was the first United States automobile 
manufacturer to produce a body made entirely of steel – 
that is, no wood.  The bodies were manufactured by a 
Philadelphia supplier and then shipped to Hupp for 
assembly.  (The principals of that supplier included Edward 
Budd, who would form his own company in 1912.  That 
company eventually would not only produce steel 
automobile bodies but also manufacture rail cars – 
including the Burlington Zephyrs.) 
 

               Continued, p. 10 
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MEMBER’S RIDE, continued  
 

 
 

David Tesch’s Hupmobile – pictured above with its owner 
as it was displayed at Iola - is a 1914 Model 32H five 
passenger touring car.  It is powered by an inline L head 
four cylinder engine employing a cast iron block with three 
main bearings and producing 32 horsepower. The car is 
equipped with both a generator and a magneto.  For ease 
of starting, each cylinder has its own small priming cup.  
David’s Hupmobile cost at $1,050.00 when new. 
 

Hupp production for the 1914 was 7,607.  A 1914 Model T 
Ford was priced at $440,00, with 202,667 produced.  Hupp, 
however, competed effectively in the medium price range 
and reached a pinnacle of 65,000 sales in the 1928 model 
year.  Then an ill-timed decision to move up market and 
sell only more expensive cars backfired, starting a sales 
slide from which Hupp did not recover, though the 
company would remain in business until 1939.  

 
SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
As explained in the minutes on page 3 of this issue, the 
President has appointed a committee to study ways to 
increase membership in the WSAH through better 
recruiting and increasing WSAH’s activities and events. 
 

The committee – Greg Vanark, Bill Chartrand, and Ralph 
Kalal – wants to know what you think: your ideas, what 
you’d like WSAH to do, what interests you, and what you 
most value about the WSAH, as well as anything else you’d 
care to mention. 
 

The Wisconsin Society of Automotive Historians is, of 
course, a group focused on automotive history.   But 
history doesn’t necessarily mean ‘old.’  We’re living 
tomorrow’s automotive history today.  So, ‘thinking 
outside the box’ is encouraged. 
 

 The last two pages of this issue are a Survey Questionnaire 
and a Membership Application. 
 

If you know someone that would be interested in joining 
the WSAH, please give them the application and ask them 
to join us at our next meeting.   (Send Ralph an email and 
he’ll email you another copy of the questionnaire.) 
 

And please respond to the questionnaire.  You can fill it out 
and email an image of it to Ralph (ralphkalal@gmail.com) 
or mail it in an envelope to Ralph Kalal, 6709 Clovernook 
Circle, Middleton, WI  53562. 

 
 

WISCONSIN SOCIETY OF  
AUTOMOTIVE HISTORIANS 

 

wisconsin-auto-historians.org 
 

WSAH OFFICERS 

 

Kenneth E. Nimocks, President 
  knimocks@netnet.net 

Donald H. Gullikson 

blazer47@tds.net 
 

Daniel W. Manola, Secretary 
sponge19501924@yahoo.com 

 

Gary L. Koehnke, Treasurer 

gary7140@att.net 
 

James F. Morris, Director 

jim@jetfire.com 
 

Donald E. Chandler, Director 

lrchandler@tds.net 
 

Jessica A. Zdanowicz, Director 

jescruzn@att.net 
 

Ralph Kalal, Chronicle Editor 
                  ralphkalal@gmail.com 
 

SOCIETY OF AUTOMOTIVE HISTORIANS  
 

autohistory.org 
 

Robert Barr 

Briggs60b@gmail.com 
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MEMBERSHIP SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
What activities would you like to see WSAH provide (check all that are of interest)? 

 □  Museum tours with docents providing information and background on exhibits 

 □  Speakers focusing on automotive history 

 □  Tours of private automobile collections 

□  Driving/riding events involving driving and riding in collector/historic vehicles 

□  Other (specify) 

 
How frequently should WSAH hold membership meetings? 

 □  Monthly 

 □  Bi-Monthly 

 □  Quarterly 

 □  Only in conjunction with an event or activity 

 □  Usually in conjunction with an event or activity 

 
How far are you willing to travel to attend an event or activity? 

 □ 30 miles      □ 60 miles     □ 90 miles      □ I like to drive – matters not to me, I’ll be there 

 
Would you like to see WSAH hold events or provide activities that are of interest to children (i.e., pre-teen and early teen)? 
 
Are you a member of the parent Society of Automotive Historians? 
 
What automotive publications do you read regularly? 
 
What other clubs or organizations do you belong to that are automobile-related? 
 
Should events and activities organized by the WSAH be free to members or should there be a fee for participation separate from 
annual dues? 

 □ Included     □ Separate     □ Other (Specify)    

 
Current WSAH dues are $15.00.  If the WSAH were to provide more events and activities for members, what level of annual dues 
would you consider reasonable? 
 

 □ $50     □ $25    □ With inflation at 10%, $15.00 is all I can afford    

 
What specific suggestions or ideas do you wish to share with the committee?  (Please add pages if needed.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR NAME AND EMAIL ADDRESS: 
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